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SUBJECT: CANAL DEBATE IS NOT BIG NEWS IN AZUERO 

1 . THE POLITICAL COUNSELOR VISITED THE AZUERO PENINSULA 
(HERRERA AND LOS SANTOS PROVINCES) MARCH 20-22. TO THE PEOPLE 
AND EVEN THE LEADERS IN PANAMA S OUTBACK. THE DEBATE OVER THE 
CANAL TREATIES IS A DISTANT BUZZ-IMPORTANT, BUT CLEARLY 

THE KIND OF PROBLEM PANAMA CITY (AND NOT THE PROVINCES) SHOULD 
BE CONCERNED WITH. GRINGOS, IMPERIALISM, NATIONALISM— 

THESE ARE NOT STAPLES IN THE VOCABULARY OF THE LOCAL FOLK. 

2. MOST AZUERENSES WANT TO SEE THE TREATIES APPROVED; THEY 
VOTED FOR THEM LAST OCTOBER BY A PROPORTION HIGHER THAN THE 
NATIONAL AVERAGE. BUT FEW SEEM TO THINK THE TREATIES WOULD 
MAKE MUCH DIFFERENCE IN THEIR LIVES. THEY ARE CONCENTRATING 

ON HOLY WEEK PROCESSIONS, THE SUGAR HARVEST AND OTHER WORKADAY 
EVENTS. THEY ARE EXCITED ABOUT AN UNUSUAL MARCH RAINFULL, 

ABOUT THE PROSPECT OF A NEW FOOD-PROCESSING PLANT IN LOS SANTOS, 

AND THEY ARE DEPRESSED OVER THE PRICE OF SUGAR AND 

BEEF. 
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3. THOUGH THE VISIT WAS TOO BRIEF TO ALLOW FOR MORE THAN 
AN IMPRESSION, IT WOULD APPEAR THAT TORRIJOS AND HIS 
GOVERNMENT ARE REASONABLY POPULAR IN THESE TWO 
PROVINCES. THE QUALITY OF LIFE HAS IMPROVED SUBSTANTIALLY 
FOR MANY PEOPLE OVER RECENT YEARS; AND IN ANY EVENT THE 
AZUERENSES HAVE FEW ILLUSIONS AS TO WHAT TO EXPECT FROM 
THEIR GOVERNMENT. 
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